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Report of ithe Superintending School Committee, 


GENTLEMEN ,— 


Your Superintending School Committee, in presenting another An 
nual Report, of the state of the Schools in this town, recognize with 
gratitude, the watchful care of a kind and beneficent Providence, by 
which the lives and health of the members of these schools have been so 
generally preserved. No wasting sickness has been permitted to sweep 
through and interrupt our schools; and three, only, of the lovely chil- 
dren whom we have met from time to time in the school room, have 
been cut down by the Great Destroyer during the past year. By the 
same kind Providence the usual facilities have been afforded for instruc- 
tion and mental improvement in all the schools. The result has been, a 
very manifest improvement in some of them. In one or two instances, 
pethaps, examinations have never been more satisfactory to the commit- 
tee, or more creditable to the Pupils and Teachers, In others, the indi- 
cations of improvement have not been so manifest; and in one or two 
instances we should regard the schools as very nearly a failure. We 
trust, however, that in so far as the causes of such failure may be under- 
stood by the people, they will take efficient measures to prevent a repeti- 
tion of it. 

The following statistics from the Registers will indicate some features 
in which the schools, as a whole, will compare favorably with past Ro- 
ports. ‘The number of scholars in ourschools has not been-quite so large 
as the average forthe past four preceding years. Natural causes may 
have operated in a measure to produce this difference in numbers. A 
generation of schools passes away from our districts in about 10 or 12 
years. Insome of them the population is changing from year to year— 
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and in some of them there are more or less transient scholars every 
yaar, There may be other causes which may tend to the same result.— 
And perhaps the suggestion may here be made, that a deep interest on the 
partof the parents, in the prosperity of our schools—and efforts to secure 
the first class of Teachers for them—will ever have a tendency to keep 
the number of scholars as large as it can be, under ordinary circumstan- 
ces. 

The whole number of scholars attending our Summer Schools was 
335 ; being only two more than attended the corresponding term of the 
last year. The whole number attending the Winter Schools was 400 ; 
being 43 less than the number attending during the corresponding term of 
the last year. 

But with this diminished number, we are hoping to notice a better de- 
gree of attendance and punctuality than in some previous years. 

The aggregate of absent days during the Summer Term was 1120 ;— 
being 358 less than the preceding year. The aggregate of absences dur- 
ing the Winter Term was 1313 ;—being 270 less than in the correspond- 
ing term of the previous year. The aggregate of absent days for the- 
year is 2435 ;—which is less than those “of the previous year by 628. 

The number of tardinesses has been less during the past year, than in 
any of the last four preceding years. The largest number in any school 
during the Summer Term was 36 ;—and in one school of eight weeks, 
and 19 scholars, there were none. In the Winter Term, the largest num- 
ber in any school was 41, and in two schools, one of nine weeks and 38 ~ 
scholars, and another of eight weeks and eleven scholars, there were 
none. The aggregate for the year is 3601—being 156 less than during 
the year before. 

These statistics indicate a very considerable improvement in the at- 
tendance and punctuality of the scholars. And this will be felt to be a 
matter of very much importance in connection with the prosperity of the 
sohools. Other facts of some interest collected from the Registers may 
be found in the annexed tables. But it will readily appear to all, that 
the true condition of our schools cannot be learned from the Registers, 
however accurately they may be made out. 

The Registers do not exhibit the nature of the relation existing between 
the Teacher and the Scholars. ‘They do not present all the excellencies 
of the school, nor point out all its defects. These may be of sucha na- 
ture, that they can be learned only by frequent and careful examination. 
It has been the desire of your Committee, by such examinations, to ob- 
tain a thorough knowledge of the condition of all ourschools. - Providen- 
tial circumstances have prevented the carrying out of their plans to the 
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extent proposed ; still they have discharged their duty according to their 
ability ; and they feel pretty fully satisfied as to their knowledge of the 
state of each school. 

It will not be desirable, however, at this time to present a separate 
view, or statemeni, of each school. Nor is it deemed needful in this con- 
nection to speak particularly of the various studies pursaed, or of the rela- 
tive attention devoted tothem. This has been very fully done in former 
Reports, and many very valuable hints and suggestions made, which aré 
now in the hands of the people for reference. It will not, however, be 
out of place for your Committee to remark in relation to our schools for the 
past year, that while there may have been very essential improvements 
in some, and improvement in all in some respects} there seems to have 
been a failure to secure all the benefit which ought reasonably to be ex- 
pected from them. Our schools are among the greatest blessings which 
we, as a free and intelligent people, enjoy ; and we canaot feel too deep 
ai interest in making them the source of all the good they are capable of 
conferring upon the people. 

It is therefore important to inquire into, and to seek to remove, any cau- 
ses operating to diminish their usefulness. There will be doubtless a dif- 
ference of opinion, as to the causes, which may prevent the greatest 
good from being derived from our schools. Two causes have been readi- 
ly suggested to the minds of your committee : These are, first, a want of 
efficiency in discipline,—and secondly, a want of thoroughness in instruction. 
There may be difficulties in the way’ of removing these causes. It will 
be seen that they are intimately connected with the limited time for which 
our teachers are usually employed. Whenever any such change shall 

be effected in our Common School System, as shall give a greater degree 
of permanence to the relation existing between teachers and scholars, as 
shall demand a higher standard of qualification in Teachers, and as shall 
present inducements to make the business of teaching a profession, the 
way will be opened for the removal of existing evils, and for the greater 
efficiency and utility of our schools. But, without any essential change 
in our Common School System, as such, it is believed that very much may 
be done to secure a greater degree of goodifrom our sehools.. Two things 
are needful for this. The first is, a fixed determination to employ only 
most thoroughly qualified persons for Teachers.. This is a point which can- 
not be too strongly insisted on.. It is essential to the life of our schools ;— 
and the next is—a general understanding,.as the sentiment of the People, 
that the government of the schoolsis to be vested in the Teachers,—and 
not in the Scholars,—except in so far as their self-government shall be 
productive of order and kindness—and that this sentiment will be sustain- 
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ed by the inhabitanis of every Distriet. This will, as a matter of course, 
interest the people in seeing that their wishes are fully carried out. Ttis 
almost needless here to remark, that the constant, watchful care of every 
parent, or guardian, should be exercised over the scholar while in school, 
as much as while out of it—that is, in so far as a perfect familiarity with 
his or her progress in study is concerned. This can be effected by fre- 
quent visits tothe school room. And these visits will have a most saluta- 
ry influence upon the entire school. It has been so in time past in this 
town. We are sorry to find, that the duty of the people in this respect, 
has not been so well performed the past year as formerly. 

Your Committee avail themselves of this opportunity to express their 
conviction, that our Common School Association has had a very happy 
influence upon some of our schools the past term. We regard it as an 
organization adapted to benefit our schools very essentially. Much has 
already been effected by it, particularly in developing a genius for com- 
position. It is believed that the direct influence of the Aissociation may 
be exerted, so as to develope the taste of our scholars for other studies, 
and we donbt not that it will be. 

In conclusion, your Committee have only to remark, that the cause of 
Common Schools is the cause of the People. All alike have a deep and 
permanent interest in it. That interes: has been manifested in time past, 
by efforts not less efficient than those which have characterized the peo- 
ple of any town in Cheshire county, We believe that the “law of pro- 
gress”? demands still greater efforts for the time to come. 

We are not to be satisfied with the highly desirable, if not enviable po- 
sition we have already gained, butshould feel it our privilege to press on 
to the highest point of excellence—to; the attainment of the greatest 
good, which a system of Free Common Schools anticipates for. The Peo-- 
ole. . 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

A. JENKINS, Jr.,. 
J. $8. BROWN, 
Superintending School Committee. 


WRAVPER SCAGGLS 


Drees re ee" OE OOOO itl 
4 We codes 
Districts. - - |} 1|/2|3]4|]5|]6|7|8 19 110 Fp a: 11 | i 12 |Total. 

No. of of- Scholars. —- - - . : 63 28| 38 22) 46 | 48 | 48 | 35, 40] 19) 11 28) 22 | 400 — 

over 14 yearsof age. - + —- 20 | 12) 15 6| 23 | 0 8| 8 6) 2 8| 6 | 114 
‘ under ss ee . - - - 43 16} 23 16) 23 | 48 27} 32} 13) 9 20| 16 | 286 
“ over 4 years of age. -~ ss 63 | 28| 38 | 22] 46 | 48} 35] 40) 19] 11 | 28] 22 | 400 
Average Attendance. : - - -. [+54 27| 37 18} 36 | 40 31| 27} 14] 103) 25} 20 | 339 
re ee eee re 33 | 16] 21 8| 22 | 21 | 18] 26} 10} 6} 17} 8 | 206 
Females, = : - - 30 12| 17 14| 24 | 27 | 17| 14 9} 5 11} 14 | 194 
Length of School weeks, - - 10 8) 9 8| 10 | 10 8} 14 8 8 10 | 110 
Absence aggregate days. -. - - - |3534| .50)}.453| 55/1394 04 64| 163} 49) 16%) 119 87411313 
No. of times Tardy. +. 2 41 5| 0 4| 37 | 25 3} 30) 19} 0 | 16) 17 | 197 

of Scholars neither Absent nor ; Tardy. 4 4) 14 y | a | 2} Oo} 5 | 2} 7 | 58 
‘: of Scholars in Arithmetic. - - |. 35 | 20] 29 | 46) 16 | 24 | 27) 22] 16} 10 | 18} 18 | 281 
oT his, a “ Geography. - = - 21 |. 17) 15 8| 17 | 21 | 10} 22) 7 5 9} 15 | 167 
AS ahs As s +Grammat..« .- «* Y 6| 7 5} 21 | 0 7 3 i) 2 1] 6 | 66 
aes ‘Penmanship. - ~ - 38 | 21) 26} 14) 29] O]| 18) 22} 7} 7] 18) 14] 214 
= ine xz «Composition. > ce 9 | 20] 26 | 10] 28 | 18 | 14, 28) 12) 9] 17) 19 | 210 
«¢ “ Visitors before Examination. = - 40 | 12) 24] 16) 24 | 32{ 17| 30 é 4 11| 11 | 227 
a “at Examination. - - - | 35 q 75 | 14] 52 | 60 *| 26 } 15 13 | 334 
Weges of Teachers permonthh - - 18 | 18} 22 9| 26 | 11 8}. 12} 9} 10 | 15) 8 


* No Examination. 
During the Winter Term, the Schools in Districts No. one, two, three, five, Upper Department, and eleven, have been 


conducted by Male Teachers—the others by Females. 
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WS de 
Districts, - : | 149 27 34 47 54 5] 7 
No. of Scholars. . . - - - - - | 44 | 19 | 25-| 19] 50 | 43 | 26 
‘ over i4yearsofage. - -~ - 1; 0| 0 0| 14 | 0 1 
under hf ogres - > : 43 | 19-| 21 19| 36 | 43 25 
i Orertcan) Fee ott tis - 44,| 18 } 25 | 19} 50:) 42 | 25 
Average Attendance. - - - - 35 | 164) 183} 17) 37 | 85 | 23 
Males. - - - - - - 20 9 | 10 5} 19 | 15 12 
Females. - - - - - - - | 24 | 10 | 15 14| 31 | 2 14 
Length of School weeks. - - . Q5|. 8yic 8 8| 143 1a| 7 
Absence in days. - : = - - |2384| 343| 75 291159 |137 | 56 
No. of times Tardy. - -- #20 18 | 26| 4 0} 8) 12 5 
«¢ Scholars neither Absent nor Tardy. Jal: 2nt) Bolt 19b)-4ei? 2 4 
‘¢ © Scholars in Arithmetic, - -- | 24 | 10°| 12] 11) 50 | 25 | 13 
A ¥ ‘‘ Geography. - => 14 4 | 11} 22 | 10 8 
thats i ‘¢ Grammar. - - - 0; O| O 17 | 0 1 
oicnenes “ ‘¢ Penmanship. - = - | 21-|--9 | 10 j 25 | 9 2 
ake ¢ ©. "Composition. -  - | 30) 8| 11 5| 40 | 12 7 
‘« © Visitors before Examination; - 38 | 24 | 27 | 20| 46 | 37 | 20 
caer af at Examination. . - | 29} 32 | 39 zi 36 | 56 | 25 
Wages of Teachers per. month. | -fiegeae 4-8 6| 10 | 11 8 


— SUMER SORGOLS. 


The Summer Schools have all been conducted by Female Teachers. 
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Report of the Treasurer of Fitzwilliam----Mareh 11, 1851. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in Treasury last year, - - . -  $618,69 
Taxes for 1848, (C. Sabin,) - . . : - 22,25 
Taxes for 1849, (N. Morse,) - - Sale +) 168,24 
Taxes for 1850, (N. Morse.) - ‘. : - 1,655,92 
Literary Fund for 1850, - : : . - 61,83 
Railroad Tax for 1850, - = - - - - - 223,88 
Cash from the County for D. Holt, — - - - ‘ 33,01 
Soldier money of the State - - ; - - 141,00 
Cash hired for the use of the town, . - . 193,77 
Deduction on O. F. R. Wait’s bill, - . - 75 
y $3,117,31 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid orders of Selectmen, - - - -  $3,011,67 
Abatement of Taxes for 1848, ’9 and’50,~—- - - 32,10 
Non-resident Taxes worked, - - - - - 37,62 
Balance of Taxes for 1850 notcollected, = - - . 35,92 
| $3,117,31 
Due from Charles Bigelow on Taxes of 1847, —- - $21,84 


MILTON CHAPLIN, Town Treasurer. 
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT---MARCH 1, 1851. 


Received of the Town Treasurer on orders, => -  $3,011,67 
Which amount has been expended for the i bs purposes, 
to wit :— 
Paid School Districts, - - . - $900,00 
Literary Fund for 1849, - - - - 59,88 ' 
District No. 6, for 1849, - - - 15,00... 
KE. T. Smith, for 1850, - - - : 4,50 
Total School Money . . 979,38 
PAUPERS. 
Mrs Peak’s children, - - > $ 10,00 
Nancy Warner, - : - \e : 100,00 
Moses Warner, . - - 59,00 
Books for McManus’s chitarers . : : 2,18 
David C. Stone, - - : . » 907 
Goods for Wm. Flagg, 2d. - - : 3,31 
Mrs. Saunders, - - . -i - 42,00 
Lucretia Mellen, - . - - - 52,00 
S. Merrifield, - - - : . - 51,87 
Azuba Locke, - - - - - 37,91 
D. Perry, for travellers, - - - + 213 
Travelling woman, - - - . 1,50 
Two travellers, - - - . 50 
Jacob Priest, ith: bi as . - = 2a A776 
‘Mrs. Hannah Hall, ; . : + 95,70 
Total, , > : - 515,33 
ROADS AND RRIDGES. 
‘Silas White, for timber and work, _ - : + 600 
Edwin Emerson, for sluice, - - - 2,75 
Charles Biglow, new Depot road, . - 392,13 
B. W. Felch, for plank, &c. - : - 8,96 ; 


B. M. Fiske, land damages,_ - - - - 67,00 
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Elisha Bent, for bridge, - - - - a hOi7® 
Benjamin Heywood, road and bridge, = - - 10,00 
John Byam, work on Fiske road, - - “ 48,24 
Sylvanus Perham, do. - - - ~ 20,63 
B. M. Fiske, board and drilling, - - : 11,77 
Sam’| Hayden, work and gravel, - - - 11,30 
Lewis Moore, work on road, - - . 15,00 
Levi Harris, for plank, ~ - - . nits BOP 
D. C. & G. Bissell, pond bridge, - - - 12,25 
Amos §, Pratt, for plank, - - - - 1,73 
J. Whittaniere; Jr., for powder and fuse, ~ - : 6,46 
Dana Davis, work <i road, > - - 2,00 
J.S. Adams, Surveying hid. . . . 1,00 
Benj. Byam, for plank, - - . - 2,00 
Jas. Corey, work onroad, - - - - 1,65 
Thos. Damon, workon road, - - : - 1,00 
J. W. Fassett, work on road, - - - 1,00 
Levi Haskeil, for plank, m . - \. 4,93 
Hlisha Bart, work on road, - - - 2,00 
Toial, - - - . 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Selectmen, - - . ~ “ 86,00 
S$. School Gopattitles, - - ~ - - 40,00 
Town Clerk, | - - > . . 6,00 
Town ‘Teiuarer, = . - - - 5,00 
Sexton, - - - - - 23,31 


* 

‘ 

‘ 

' 
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Collector of Taxes, 


' ‘Total, - - - - 
MISCELLANEOUS, 

Setting trees in burying ground - - - 20,57 
Printing 400 School Reports, - - - 12,00 
Do, 200 Registers, - - - - 6,00 
Do. 100 Teachers’ Certificates, - - 1,25 
Do. Covers for Reports, —- . : - 1,50 
Damages to Jesse F. Wheeler - - - 25,00 
Jos. Blodgett, for wall at the shed ~ - . r 3,00 


28 Engine Men, - - - - : 42,00 


635,52 


200,31 
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Engine Co’s bill, - - - - - 5,33 
Ringing the Bell, - - - - 25,00 
Three guide boards and bolts, - > - 8,42 
J. J. Allen, Jr., book case, - - - 12,00 
Binding Laws, - - a : - 50 . 
Bill cost, Olmstead vs. Fitzwilliam, - - 357,66 ’ 
Teachers’ Institute, —- - : is - 15,00 
Surveyor on Richmond line, : - - 1,00 
Order Book, —- 3 : - - - 3,00 
Dr. Miller’s Affidavit, (J. Priest,) - . 2,00. 
Jacob Priest’s Affidavit, - “ - - 3,00 
Paid Soldiers, - - - - - 141,00 
Blanks, &c. - - - - - 25 
Paper, - - - - : “- 25 
Postage, - - - : - - 40 
Total, - - - - 681,13 
$3,011,672 


LEVI HARRIS, 0 


A. A. PARKER, Selectmen 
5 
HENRY SHIRLEY, ) Fitzwilliam. 


The subscribers have carefully examined the foregoing Reports by the 
Selectmen and Treasurer, and believe them to be correctly and faithful- 
ly made. 

JOHN J. ALLEN 
1.8. ADAMS, | Auditors 


